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(57) Abstract: One of the multi -media 
information devices connected to a 
network is set as a master, so that the 
master creates and manages an integral 
directory list (41) for all the files in the 
network. For this, each of the devices 
has programs (31-34) for holding and 
synchronizing the integral directory list 
(41) and a program (37) for performing 
search/display. Moreover, there is 
provided a master/slave switching 
program (35) for selecting an optimal 
master according to disconnection of the 
master from the network or connection 
of a new device. Thus, it is possible 
to unify the management of files held 
by the multi-media information devices 
connected to a domestic network at a 
low cost and without causing a load to 
the network. 
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